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Ba:‘as fishing professionals coach
plastic worm fishermen to be “line
watchers.” The pros might even learn
something fishing behind burly Bob
Forrester.

“You left a good fish in that
pocket,” informed Forrester as | reeled
up the dark plastic worm,

“How do you know there’s a bass
there?” asked the puzzled me. I'd just
frailed the pocket with a perfect cast.

"A couple of days ago, | hooked a
good "un in there,” said the Lake
Tohopekaliga guide, “but what makes
me suspicious is that 1 saw the grass
move just before you threw.”

Bob Forrester's hunk of plastic
splashed beside the reeds, then slipped
through the grass. Brother, it never
reached bottom!

My guide reared back with all the
muscle in his 205-pound frame. The
butt-stiflf rod in his beely hands
buckled into a U-shape. Forrester con-
tinued to muscle the fish to the surface.

The shock faded, and | scrambled
for the net. Then, watched helplessly
as the biggest bass I've ever seen pulled
loose — not six-feet from the boat.

It's a misnomer to “weigh” a bass
without landing it. However, we both
have calibrated eyeballs. Forrester, a
veteran Florida guide used to such
things, judged the bass at 12 to 13-
pounds. This Bassmaster considers the
figure “conservative.”

The thought of such a trophy bass
sends average Bassmasters into cold
shakes. It was the reason for this
Texas-based basser to be in the middle
of a grass patch in central Florida. I
was stunned by the pace of events.
Forrester's bass boat was launched
from Red's Fish Camp less than an
hour. It was mid-afternoon in mid-
May.

While pondering the size of For-
rester’s lost trophy, there was a TAP-
TAP at my door. A coiled rattlesnake
couldn't have reacted faster or more
deadly. The battle lasted 10 seconds.
The 25-pound mono turned chicken. It
was brand new line, and freshly tied to
a new hook and worm . . .

Visions of those two trophy bass
kept me on edge the following morn-
ing, as travelin’ buddies Dan Tucker
and Dee Levins of Dallas, and this
nerve-scattered basser plunked plastic
into the matted grass. Bob Forrester, a
B.AS.S. member and helpful soul,
had a guide party. He'd advised us
where to fish,

The Texas trio whipped a few fish,
missed a few, and then it happened
again. After the previous day’s initia-
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Bassmasters Ed Chancey, left, and Bob Forrester launch lunker hunts from
Aed's Fish Camp on Lake Toho. There are several fish camps spotted around

this 21,000-acre lake.
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Keep your eyes open on Toho. Cluslers of snail eggs on reeds often signal the
location of largemouth bass. The fish bump the reeds lo dislodge the eggs,
according to local lunker lore,

tion, I'd begun to practice the standard
“Florida grip,” a two-handed, white-
knuckle grasp on the rod with a bone-
jarring hook set. | did my best as the
pros say, “To cross his eyes!”

Stung by the 4/0 hook, the bass
surged. Dang, if it didn’t “feel like a
runaway freight train.” The fish's
lunge ripped the rod loose from my
two-handed grip. Then, the hook
pulled loose . . .

Don’t Let Toho's
Looks Fool You

At first glance, Lake Tohopekaliga
{simply called “Toho,” or*West Lake"
by local bassers) is unimpressive. Al
least, to visiting Texas Bassmasters
accustomed to standing timber, flooded
creck channels and rocky points of
man-made reservoirs.

Toho is approximately 12-miles
long and two to four miles at the
widest points; a lake with the bottom
structure closely resembling that of a
five-foot deep dishpan.

West Lake Tohopekaliga, basi-
cally a north-south body of water, 1s
just one of several central Florida
“bass factories™ known as the Kissim-
mee Chain of Lakes. Others on the
Kissimmee River are East Lake
Tohopekaliga, Cypress Lake. Hat-
chineha and Lake Kissimmee. The
river flows southward into Lake
Qkeechobee. The entire chain is oper-
ated as a flood control and navigation
project.

Toho connects to East Lake
Tohopekaliga and to Cypress Lake via
canals and locks. West Toho contains
over 21,000 acres, and is practically
within casting distance of Kissimmee
and Orlando. Toho has steadily gained
a reputation as one of Florida's top
trophy bass lakes; many believe it to be
the best. The official lake record,
caught in May, 1977 is 16.55-pounds,
but since early 1975, Toho has pro-
duced two other verified lunkers over
15-pounds, and numerous bass over
13,

Ten-pound bass here no longer
excite local Bassmasters and guides.
Bob Forrester, a full-time Toho guide,
caught a dozen bass over 10-pounds
during the first five ﬂh'.ll'lthiin ﬂt Ig'.l'-"
Dick Butler of Big Toho ]"u?aﬂml said
his parties had accounted for 17 bass
over 10-pounds between January and
May, 1977, and that perhaps as many
as 300 ten-pounders had been weighed
in around the lake during El‘lt same
period. Many big bass are simply re-
leased right back into the water, since

33




they are taken during local bass club
tournaments.

Drawdown Program
Turned Toho Around

Lake Toho is going through a
transformation similar to what hap-
pened at Lake Jackson near Tallahas-
see nearly a decade ago. And, every
Bassmaster knows about the incredi-
ble numbers of “giant bass” pulled
from that Florida lake from 1968 —
1970.

Between 1971 and 1973, the Flor-
ida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission drained Toho. The lake
was used as a “dumping ground” for
several Kissimmee and Orlando sew-
age plants. A water manipulation pro-
gram was planned to improve the
lake's habitat for fish. Biologists re-
quested the lake level lowered seven
feet, and be kept down for half a year.
With a prolonged drought in central
Florida, it took over a year before the
lake filled back to full pool.

What happened during the low-
water period resulted in a bass boom:
shoreline vegetation, biologists call
this the littoral zone, increased from
around 9,000 acres to over 11,000,
which at full pool level is half the lake.
The increase in shoreline vegetation
affected the entire food chain of the
lake. The increased plant life drew
increased invertebrate organisms,
which in turn attracted baitfish. Blue-
gill and other baitfish came into the
grass to feed, and the bass followed.
Sport fish populations nearly doubled.

Sample studies by Florida fisheries
biologists on Toho have led to some
remarkable discoveries. Netting and
shocking surveys have revealed a stag-
gering 455-pounds of fish per acre,
about half of it gamefish. Largemouth
bass make up 10 percent of the total
gamefish population, and the biolo-
gists say there is one bass over 10-
pounds for every five acres of lake.

The grass, of course, is the first
thing a visiting Bassmaster notices
about Toho, and it forces its own fish-
ing strategy. This is tough Panicum
grass that may grow as much as two
feet above the water line, and when the
water is deep enough, the fish are forti-
fied in the middle of it. In spring, when
the lake level is usually dropped a foot
or two as a flood control measure, the
bass are huddled up along the very
edge of the grass.

During the warmer months, wad-
ing the grass flats is a very popular
fishing tactic. There are a few alliga-
tors here, and some cottonmouths, but
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no die-hard trophy bass hunter has
ever let things like that hassel him!
Some boat (pig) trails exist through
sections of the vegetation, and these
offer partial casting access to the big
bass hangouts.

Toho Anglers
High On Grass

Casting into the grass also causes
its own special brand of problems. *1t"s
like casting into barbed wire because
it's so tough,” says Bob Forrester.

A newcomer quickly discovers why
local Bassmasters prefer 25 and 30-
pound test mono on extra-stifl rods;
once a hawg is hooked, the idea is to
get it up on top as quickly as possible
before it has a chance to burrow into
the weeds.

“It's not unusual during spawning
to hang fish that are impossible to

handle,” Forrester claims. “They
break lines and rods or burn gears out
of reels. There's no telling just how big
some of those bass must be.”

All serious trophy bass angling
here centers in or around heavy con-
centrations of grass. Toho's hawgs are
rarely hooked in clear, open water.
Neither are they pulled easily from a
spindly brush top or from behind a
single tree stump. These“hawps” dwell
amid a veritable maze of obstructions.
The kid gloves come off at Toho if you
want any chance at a trophy.

Lake regulars recommend either
direct drive reels or standard star drag
models tightened with pliers all the
way down. No dragslipis THE rule. A
bass hooked in the grass must be
brought immediately to the surface.
Directly to the boat . . . or be lost.

{Continued on page 36)

BASSMASTER MAGAZINE



GO TO TOHO
FOR BIG BASS ...

(Continued from page 34)

Horsing in oversized bass results in
straightened hooks, broken lines or
hooks torn out. However, there's no
alternative.

In Lure Poll,
Worm Is No. 1

Toho's best lunker producer is the
plastic worm. Since a worm is often
jigged among grass stems, three to six-
feet down, a basser should fish with his
rod tip low, pointed toward the lure.
I'his insures a guick hook set. HOOK
and MOVE a bass guickly is the rule,
right!

If the bass hangs in the grass, don’t
just pull, JERK HARD! Several
times, if necessary. You have precious
few seconds before the lunker twists
free. Sure you'll break some off but it’s

Bass in the grass calls for these bails: Weed Wing, top left, Johnson Silver
Minnow, plastic worm, spinnerbaits and buzzer baits. The spoonlike, planing
head of the Liltle Jewel spinner works best here,

“l Don’t Doubt I've Hung
THE World Record . . .”

i

The lake record on Toho is 16.55-pounds. Ed Chancey is proud of his
trophy, but claims there are bigger bass in the lake.

iPhoto By M. L. OLIVER, Marion Garathe)
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the only chance, right. Your first
hurdle is choosing the proper worm.
My favorite curly-tail types were
almost useless in Toho's grass and
reeds. The soft, twister-tails wrap and
stick to stems, often breaking off.

The ideal worm has a straight body
with a broad, relatively thick tail. A
local favorite is Jake's Producer, de-
signed for Toho and made in nearby
St. Cloud. This worm boasts a broad,
high-floating tail and small projec-
tions reportedly have increased light
refraction, thus increasing its visi-
bility.

Although bass are caught on all
sizes and types of worms, the eight-
inch length is the top choice. Most
locals shun shorter worms except
when bass are biting off the tails,

Toho regulars rarely use 10-inch
worms or longer . . . those “snakes”
that out-of-staters usually picture as
the perfect “Florida™ worm. Don't rule
out the magnum models entirely, how-
ever. Bob Forrester says, "At times, a
|0-inch worm will sometimes trigger
big bass, and you can tear "em up.”

Worm colors for Toho are black,
grape, purple and blue. On hooks,
opinions vary greatly. The 4,0 Mustad
worm hook is mentioned most. Many
Bassmasters feel larger hooks kill the
action of all but the largest worms.
Easily sprung wire hooks should be
avoided. Any hook that you can bend
with finger pressure can't withstand
the strain of a Toho heavyweight.

Proper sinker weight for worming
depends upon location and “*mood™ of

(Continued on page 56)
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the bass, water depth and density o
the grass. Locals use weights from 14-
ounce to none when fishing sparse
growth or extremely shallow water
Weightless worms are called lor in
fishing spawning beds in 18-inches to
two-feet of water. Lightly-weighted
worms are effective for bass suspended
in grass near the surface.

During periods of extreme tem-
peratures, bass often hug the bottom
inside the heavy growths. This “pat-
tern™ calls [or a Y-ounce or even l4-
ounce sinker if 10-inch or larger
worms are used. Heavy sinkers are es-
sential to drive the worm into the fish
helding rone

Short, hard casts are necessary in
this heavy cover. *The thing most new
fishermen do wrong is make long casts
in the grass.” savs Bob Forrester

Casting with magnum f{orce 1o
drive a worm through this grass neces-
sitates “pegging” both the slip sinker
and hook with a toothpick (see illus-
tration). Jam the slip sinker ught
against the head of the worm. Without
this peg. the worm and sinker often
end up on opposite sides of a fallen

Bullet Sinkers
Swivel Sinkers
Split Shot
Boat Anchors
Decoy Anchors
Deep Trolling Bombs
Snagging Hooks

SEND FOR CATALODG
OR SEE YOUR
NEAREST DEALER

Bullet WEightE, Inc.

Box 1186 Grand island Mebe BREOT

BMA
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out to cawch Toho's “giants”

BASSMASTER Magazine.

How Would B.A.S.S.
Pros Tackle TOHO?

.{‘Jn the morning of Oct. 26, 1977, a skilled fleet of 26 bass fishermen set
I'he occasion was the BASS Masters
Classic® a gathering of giants on the pro Tournament Trail.

Folks like Bil Dance. Roland Martin, Ricky Clunn and Big Jim
Rogers assembled on this central Flonda lake for a practice round, Oct.
25th. Only the week before, had they learned that this grassy fortress would
be the site of the annual bassin® *Super Bowl.™

How do top anglers ready their bassin’ arsenal for a three-day fling at
the finny foes? The test-of-the-best will be covered in a Special Report:
“The B.A.5.5. Pros Ar TOHO," in the up-coming February "78 issue of

Who won the world finals of pro B.A.S.5. lishing is certainly important
there's §25,000 big ones at stake to the winner
fellow members of B.A.S.S. is “how™ and "why™ the winning results were
posted. The BASS Masters Classic® has become the biggest event in
freshwater fishing. The Classic “mystery” format is different. Look for the
newest happening in vour next issue of BASSMASTER Magazine, ™

but of more interest to

stem; above the fish holding zone. Peg
the hookeye to conserve fishing time,
Without it, a hard cast often pushes
the worm down the hook shank. The
toothpick holds the worm in position
and straight over more casts.

'wo other popular lure types are
spinnerbaits and  weedless  spoons,
such as Johnson Silver Minnow and
Weed Wing. With these baits, the
hooks ride upright and normally naila
bass solidly through the roof of its
mouth. On the sinke. the fish s
already on or near the surface, thus
reducing the problem in getting a bass
on top.

Both type lures are notonious for
drawing short strikes. Slight modifica-
tions can eliminate some misses. Open
the heavy hook slightly on the weed-
less spoon to increase its “bite.” Trailer
hooks should be added to both spin-
ners and spoons. A trailer hook with a
wire weedguard 15 often desirable.
Split the end of the wire guard. The
weedless effect is retained. but this
improves the hooking ability.

Maost Toho regulars add a rubber
skirt on a spoon, Often, they'll add a
trailing worm or pork rind. White and
vellow skirts are proper dress during
cooler months: black takes over as the
weather warms.

One spinnerbait type, the “Little
Jewel” has proven very productive,
On this spinner, the lead body is re-
placed with a small planing blade
between the hook and tie point. The
spoonlike effect, lets the lure sink
slowly on a slack line, Then, a steady
depth is maintained with a very slow
retrieve. Fishing a spinner slowly

through heavy cover is a decided
advantage on Toho: especially during
colder weather when lunkers tend to
be sluggish,

Hard baits, such as the Devil’s
Horse or Rapala-type topwater lures,
receive occasional mention in early-
spring. They're fished in the trails and
alleys inside the grass lines when bass
are bedding. Crank baits are infre-
guent producers along the outer edges.
The problem crops up after vou hook a
I'oho bass on the gang-hooked baits,
If a bass makes itinto the grass, there’s
often one hook dangling that fouls.

And, the lunkers in Toho will defi-
nitely be in or near grass. no matter
what time of year you choose. Natu-
rally. the pattern can vary from day-
to-day, but established patterns
normally hold true. (see, “Trip Check
Facts™).

How To Find
Bass On Toho

Exactly which sections of grass are
productive depends largely on the
food supply. Location of shad move-
ment helps pinpoint  bass activity,
During peak feeding periods, bass are
located visually when they swirl after
shad. Watch the grass for movement
of bass, two or three-feet beneath the
surface, as they push grass aside in
their chase.

Likely areas to investigate are
reeds with heavy concentrations of
white eggs. Snails crawl up the reeds to
deposit eggs, usually a patch of 25 to
30, uny ls-inch egg clusters. These

(Continued on page 58)
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white patches are highly visible and
easy 1o locate,

Bob Forrester believes, “The eggs
are the reason vou see bass bang into
the reeds, to knock those eggs off so
they can feed on them.”

Because Toho is shallow, high
winds can make the lake impossible to
fish. The open water is churned into
waves, and the coves offer little protec-
tion, Shingle Creek, a cypress-lined
stream flowing in from the lake's
northwest corner, offers some shelter,
but few trophy-size bass are taken in
the blackish water.

There is one other possibility on
l'oho when the winds are kicking
whitecaps. That's behind South Port
Lock in the canal leading to Lake
Cypress. At times, the bass fishing here
can be absolutely unbelievable.

In February, 1977, lowa Bass-
masters Dick and Elaine Hengl dis-
covered just how super it can be,
Anchoring in the tailrace below the
lock, they weighed-in the first 20 bass
thev boated during a day's casting of
Rebel Deep-R lures. On the [45.23-
pound stringer, one bass weighed
11%-pounds, four more topped 10-
pounds and six others weighed over 8-
pounds. (See, “The Day They Hit The
Bass Bonanza,” May/ June, 1977
BASSMASTER Magazine.)

When the winds aren’t howling,

SLIPF SINKER

LAKE TOHO TRIP CHECK REPORT

WEST LAKE TOHOPEKALIGA, FLA. — Al over 21,000 acres, Lake Toho is basically a shallow-water lnke The
podtom s hard sand, withou! the ususl “sirudbure” of imber, trees of cheek channels, The lske's mam cover is
grass. Average depth is five feel 8t 5303 teet elevation, (Lake stage s maintaned betwesn elevations 51.5 and 55-
Tesl mean 180 Myl ) Loke is approsmately 12-miles long by four-miles wide with over 50 miles of shoneline

HOW TO GET THERE — Toho's northarn share i3 prachcally wilhin casting distance of Kissimmaee, Fla, city
lirmvits, mnad soeme 17 rules soulh ol Orfando, Fla. The Flonds Turmpise 1ol road and DS, Highways 441 and 192 all
pasd within & few midps of Lake Tohd, Iocated wilthin central Florida

WHEN TO GO — Trophy-sire bass can b caught all year, The best chancs lor a super “hawg ™ is during tha
spawning action of Jamsary, Februafy and early-March. This 5 also 1he season of eaviest ishing actily. Make
mdvance reservabions with guides and malels. Schedube s minimuem of aneight-day triploinsuo § lew good days
betwean cold fronis, whaoh typically shut off the bass action. (Mote: & sevare Florida winber, like Last year, might
delay bass spawning a few weeks. ) Weather will usually stabifize loe the March-June perod, which i4 The second
“hisl” fime Lunkers are iaken in July-5ept , but summar heat s uncomfortable. Bass achon peaks agaim i ihe
cooler weather of Ogl <Mooy Locats regard the monih of December as the “worst” lunkor tima

WHERE TO STAY — Narmally there is no shorage of rooms in the Kissimmae, Fla, area. The Rodeway Inn
Diogd. BASS, 2050 East Spacecoas! Pey . Kisssmimes, Fla 32740 ([1odl-lree resarvation Ph 1-800-228- 2000}, Days
Inn, Dept BASS, 2005 East Spacecoas! Py, Ph 1-800-241-T111 Holsday Inn, Dept. BASS, 2145 East Vine, Box
1707, PR 1-800-453-5555 Howard Johnson's, Dept BASS, 2323 Hwy . 182 Eas1, Ph 1-B00-654- 2000 are somae of
ihe availabbs mokcts Limded cabin and frailer acopmmadabions on ihe lake [see Marmas)

MARINAS — Red's Fish Camp, Depl BASS. AL 2 Box 2238, 51 Cloud. Fla 32765, Ph (305)-B92-5962,
camping wilh hookupd, Showers, lnve bail. boal launching, gusdes. Scolty's Fish Camp, Dept BASS, AL, 1, Box 55,
Kassimmaa, Fia 32741 Ph, (305)-847-3840, catans, trailer coudt, boal liunching.Jannis” Fish Camp, A1 1, Dept
BASS, Kissmmmes, Fla 32741, Ph, (305} -846-6540. full-sarvice coltages. boat launching. Jannia® Fiah Camp, At 1
Depl BASS. Kasimmads, Fia 37741, Pn (305) 846-6540, full-service coftages, boal lunching. covered boat slips
Big Toho Marina, 101 Lake Shong Bivd., Depl. BASS Kisalmmes, Fia 3274, Pho (305)-846-2124. live bait, fnckle
repaif. gas & o, guide service. South Porl Park contring pars centor and store, 41 campaites, picnic shelter, slo
For indasmation on South Ponl, comntact: Cenlsal and Southern Floda Flogd Contral Distdet,. Depl BASS, PO
Box W, West Palm Beach, Fla. 33402 or Ph, [305)-348-5822
APS — A basic Tishing map of Tohois acnilabke from Flarida Fishing Maps, Depl. BASS, 25 South Magnalia
A, Oriando, Fino 32800 at cost $2.00. plus postage. Red's Fish Camp (seo Marnnas] obfers a $1.00 laso
A Broe e

GUIDES — Standard guide rates Tor fwo leshenmen (81 this weilingl, 35000 nalf day and 375 00 per day
Advance hookings are recommended lod grime lunkar seasons. Ed Chancey, Depl, BASS. At 2, Box 2338, 5t
Cloud, Fia 32760 (Ph. 308-892-5962 Aed's Fish Camp), Bob Forrester, A1 2 Depd, BASS. Box 2238 51 Cloud
Fla. 32768, Pn (305} 2981257 or Red's Fish Camp, Bill Thompson, Dept. BASS. 512 Belsy Aoss Tr, Oriando, Fila
IZR0G, Pn (30%) BS7- 1508, also guiding oul of Fled s Fish Camp are Jack Adams, Pn (304)-656-3380, and Johnny
Adams, Ph (05} 656-2462. Deck Butler, Big Toho Marina, 101 Lake Share Biva | Kissimmes, Fla 32741, Ph. (305)
BB 24,

SUGGESTED LURES — Bany locals fish 1he plastic worm in Sia bo eighl-ingh sazes and black. grape, purpleor
Biliie bty yoar around, Generally, spennerbans are dsed duting Jan -Bar. in yellow or while skets A lradoes ook
adds b your score, Bass olten take 8 short warm frailer on Both spinnaes and spoons, like the Johnsan's Silver
Winnow of Weed-Wing The black Siver Minngw with Black skirt is anothet year-around local Bivoarte (Note
Lignt-colosnd skirls are racommended lor spoond dunng cooler manhe change 10 DIACE A weathe wikims
Fost popular spoon sslectich & Black | Plaslic wormas used here In the grass should be the siraighlbodied lypes
wilh relalively thick, high-floaling tsils. Local guides swisar by Jake's Producet Tounnament-Grade Wonm made
i 51 Cloud, Fia

SUGGESTED FISHING PATTERMNS — Jan.-Mar.: Bass are nosmally found inside the grass rows, duning thi
penk spawning activity, This is Irom inside the edges of the row themselves 1o waler as shallow as 18-mches. Bass
can ba located on nests «n scatlered grass in fee to Six-foo! depthe Generally. keep to the shallower water in
alleys or plg brails inside the grass rows. Mar-May: Bass aclivity starts 10 move 10 outsido of grass rows. Also
check out scatfered patches in open areas On espacially warm days, fish deoeper ino the heavy coved. Jume-
Lick 1o culshe edges of gQress rows 0 dooper waler ‘Watch lor shad aclivily. Also, obgserye reeds fof
snail ogge. 11 no bass action noted oulside, Tesh (he mid-sections of rows whire grass i3 matied Oet.-
& wepihEr cobls, Bk Agaim mose into inssdo edges of 1he grass. Dec.-early-Jan.: Cokd waalher and lronls
chill bass action Usually regarded as the poorest time bo be fishin® Toho. Buzrér baits do gel & lew eks dunng
warly and late in the day

SUGGESTED FISHING GEAR — Heavy bass rods wilh thick bult sectons, achon only o tip. Rugged bait
canling reaks spoaled with 24 10 3-pownd manolilarmant. [Nebe: 20-pound mono is the absolule minimum il
you're & serkous lunker hunier here.) AlsD, g @ weedguans an 12/24-voll lrollng malad, catty angsghl Lo nine-loot
pieh pols, and wear polangsd sungiasaes

LICENSE — Fiprida residen anncal, 3300 non-resident annual, $8 00, non-redadent td-day continudes
permi. $3 25 non-ressdent five-gdiy conliniedrs pormat, 52 25

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION = Kasimmes/Dscesla Counly Chambaer of Commerce, Dept BASS
PO Box 7H6, Messimmaes, Fla 3274 Cantrad and Southam Florida Flood Control Desl, Dept. BASS, P O Box 'V
West Palm Beach, Fla 33402, U S Corps of Engineors, Dept. BASS, P 0. Box 4870, Jacksonwille, Fla 32300
Fionds Game and Frosh Waler Figh Commission, Depl BASS 1239 5 W 10ih St Ccala, Fla 32670 Ph (904)
B29-A Y67 of F-B00-342-9620

TOOTHEICK

HOW TO PEG BOTH SLIP SINKER & HOOK

Insert toothpick into the hole in sinker from side nearest the worm. If line
size and sinker hale size are insufficient for insertion, the toothpick can be
whittled down or chewed slightly. Trim off excess loothpick, taking care not
to nick the monofilament. Then, slide the sinker down against the head of
the worm. To peg hook in place, insert a toothpick through both the worm
and eye of the hook, as illustrated. Trim off excess toothpick on each side of
the worm.
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there are a number of other spots that
consistently produce more trophy bass
than others. The west shore of Para-
dise Island opposite Scotty’s Fish
Camp is a top spot. Lanier Point and
Brown's Point along the lake’s wesi
shore are lunker lairs. Friar's Cove and
the grass near the South Port Canal
have turned in their share of trophies
to the taxidermist,

lhe purpose behind the original
Lake Tohe drawdown, and subse-
quent water manipulation program,
was to help stimulate peak fisheries

production. On Toho, this program
from BASSMASTER’S point of view
is certainly considered a success. At
least one other lake in the chain — Lake
{ Continued on page 60)
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Kissimmee — is being drawn down for
the same reason. It looks like bass fish-
ing may be improving in central Flor-
ida for a long time to come.

“Before the drawdown,” says Ed
Chancey, “the grass was dirty with
algae, silt and other things. With the
water down, the sun dried out the
bottom and a fresh, clean growth came
back. The healthy grass, now under
water, increased both the oxvgen and
food supply as well as providing excel-
lent spawning cover.”

Since the drawdown, Chancey
claims, “We have been steadily catch-
ing more big bass.” It's difficult to
debate the fact with Ed Chancey. He
caught the lake record of 16.55-
pounds.

For whatever reason, Toho's grass
does indeed harbor bass of monstrous
proportions. 1t's difficult 1o be bored
even during slow periods. The next
cast might well produce yvour trophy
wall mount or possibly the new world

record? -

HOW BIG BASS GUIDES
FISH TOHO ...

{Continued from page 33)

You locate bass on Toho by Tollowing the
shad movement. Bass may be in one place one
day, and then move a Y-mile the next day,

“If the shad are running, you can normally
pick up bass by working the edges of the weed-
line or back inside 10 or 15 feet,” savs Forrester,
“But if there is no visible shad movement, you
might have to get right into the middle of the
grass rows thot run 35 to dikyards wide. The
larger bass have all the food they need back
inside the heavy grass.”

Several vears ago, spraving reduced certain
types of grass on Lake Toho, Forrester savs,
“The spraving left small patches of heavy grass
in areas that used to be solid. Bass migrating
from one area to another stop in these small
putches 1o rest and feed on shiners, bream or
shad.”

“You might lind a 1-pound bass behind a
single Va-inch diameter cane reed. The hawg will
lie out there beside that one hittle reed thinking
s hidden. Them, he'll take that worm when you
drop it on him,”

Watch closely in the early-mornings, and
vou'll Tind snails climbing up cane reeds to lay
epgs. Sometimes three to four feet up the reed
they'll lay 25 1o 30 egps.

Bob Forrester savs, “These epps are the
reason bass bang into the reeds; to knock the
eggs ofl into the water 1o feed on”

Anyway, Forrester's experience reveals tha
reeds with snail eggs hold o lot of big bass in the
area. “Just concentrate vour lishing where vou
sec those eggs, and you'll find some big bass,”
asserts the veteran Toho trophy guide
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| DON'T DOUBT I'VE HUNG THE WORLD RECORD...

{Continuad from page 36)

record that lends credence 1o his follvwing observations on Tobo™s lunkers,

“I definitely think there's a world record bass nght herein Tohe,” Chancey savs, “So many
fishermen have been broken off stragght away — not arownd grass or reeds, but just o straight
pull on 25 to M-pound line. There are bass in Toho that vou just can’t handle?

“1 o't douhit that U've hung the werld record mysell a couple of times,” Chancey asserts.
“I have hung SEVERAL fish that | couldn't stop.”

I'hose bass must have been monstrows in comparison (o the particular lunker Chancey
DID STOP on May 1. 1977, The possibility of a record fish didn’t enter Chancey's mind as he
left the dock in a boat that hazy morning with Jake Adkins, a local worm manufacturer. Their
primary objective was to “field est” on of Jake's new worms,

T'he pair chose the southeast section of Toho, an area of thick grass and scattered reeds.
about 14 mile from the South Port leck — the same lock which produced a record 20-bass
catch of 148, 23-pounds for Dick and Elaine Henglin February, 977 (See™ The Dav Ther Hi
the Hasy Bonarza” May June, 1977 BASSMASTER Magazine )

A RS o, Chancey and Adkins still had no hint of extraordinary bass activity, Then,
they upproached a thick concentration of reeds noted for harboring big hass, The 40-foom
diameter reed patch s surroumded by thick, intermeshed grass — perfect hawe cover, but a
dehinite  beadache for anglers.

Adkins first cast was rewarded with an immediate strike. Unfortunately, Adkins” hook st
missdd the bissa Cleanly, resulting m o book stnpped clean of its worm

Since re-rigeing would consume precious time, Adkins sportingly tald Chances totry for
the misscd fish. Seconds Liter, a black grape, cight-inch worm splashed down in the same
apol,

“That bass took the worm the second o bt the water!™ Chancey recalls. “When | set the
hisok, the bass set hack a lintle harder than 1 did. 1 eouldn’ budge the ish at all)”

At that point, Chianeey knew he'd hooked an exceptional funker. Although, only S-fom
K-inches wnd 1oS-pounds, Chancey lis been toughened by vears in the navy and later con-
struction waork. At one time, he alsowrestled garfish and alligators during some years spent in
the Everglades with the Seminale Indians. Chancey knew that a bass he couldn’t moyve HAL
o BE A GLANT.

Ihe Toho “hawg™ sped away in the opposite direction, stoipping ofF 25 1o Mevards of line
hefore slowmng down :

When thit bass Dinally slowed down,”™ Chancey grimned., =i made a hittle loop through the
griss, tangling mare line as it went,”

S0 much line, m fact, that Chancey was unable 1o umangle the web ol monohlamem
wiven in the grass by the huge fish

vy hope to land the monster bass called for swilt, deastic action! Chaneey Kicked the
trolling motor onthe 23-volts, and buzeed o beeling toward the wallowing bass. He peched line
from the grass as they went

W hen we got closer, we could see the bass clearly in the water where it wastangled. There
wiis abaout three-feet of line between her and the grass. Had she tightened up close se'd never
Bave gotten her,” sand Chancey

Jake Adkins expertly netted the lunker, abruptly ending Ed Chaneey's anwiety. The 25-
pound test Stren hine and 500 Mustad hook had held under the strain

Sether Chancey or Adkins realized the fell signilicance of the moment untl & shaort boa
nde later o the South Port Manina scales. The needle settled at 1A -pounds: am event thiat
prompred band shaking and 4 photo sdéssion

Fven amid the famfare, both Chaneey and Adkins saod they still failed to appreciate the (sl
impact of the trophy catch. Only after & lesurely cross=lake run to Reds Fish Camp dad the
reslization finally hitthem  when the scales at Red's wavered just shy of the 1 T-pound mark!

Then. came the long overdue decision to abtiin a certilied wegght on the lunker lirge-
mvonth. Adter a shorg drive 1o Market Workd innearby S Cloud. the bass was finally cernified
at 1o 55-pounds, and a new Lake Toho largemouth record

At thag poant, the trophy went to o taxidermist. Florda marine biologists on hand
picated that Chineey’s recond bass was o relatively voung Dsh, Amd, the 30-inch long sow
with g girth of 28%<inches, hid recently spawned!

“The biologists 1old me the bass had the longest roe sack they'd ever seen.” Chaneey saud
“Aml, that the lish probably weighed 2 (o 2V-pounds more belore i spawned.”

Chaneey's Toho lake record i= an awesome traophy, 18 s not the fish, however, but Ed
Chancey’s prophetic statement which continually direets o Bassmaster's thoughts toward
Florida: “There are some LARGER bass in Toho — if vou can get "em out,” vows Chancey.

— MORKRIS GRESHAM o

CHECKING YOUR LINE

Toho has three or four types of grass, and
thev're all tough as “iron.” This grass definitely
wears and fravs even the 25-pound test mono-
filament.

“It"s best to retic after catching every fish,”
helieves Bob Forrester. If you set the hook ona
bass and miss i the heavy grass, yvou should

even retie, Cut off eight or 10-fegt of the line each
time.

“Line is cheap when vou think about the pos-
sibility of losing a 12 to 15-pound trophy be-
cause of it,” explains Forrester. Yes sir, line is
cheap, but its the most important link between
vou and that trophy bass. And, with Toho's
monster hass you'd probably like a well-rope
spoiled on yvour baitcasting reel,

— MORRIS GRESHAM @
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